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Overview

This course provides an introduction to some of the leading approaches to the study of normative political theory.  We will focus on three sources of authority to which political philosophers have appealed in defending their views:  the authority of nature, and especially of human nature; the authority of contracts, or rational agreements between free agents; and the authority of history, understood as an unfolding process with a certain logic or structure.  Topics considered under these headings will include the role of virtue in public life, the nature and limits of political obligation, and the scope of human agency and freedom.

Readings

The following books are required and available for purchase:


Herman Melville, Billy Budd, Sailor (Chicago)


Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Advantage & Disadvantage of History for Life  (Hackett)


C. D. C. Reeve, ed., The Trials of Socrates (Hackett)

In addition, a number of required readings have been placed on e-reserve through Carmen.
Requirements

(1)  Two papers on assigned topics, 4-5 pages each (c. 1,200-1,500 words):


•
1st paper due at noon on Friday of week 3


[33%]


•
2nd paper due at noon on Friday of week 6


[33%]

(2)  In-class final examination





[33%]

(3)  Class attendance and active participation

Policies and procedures

Academic honesty:  I expect all of the work you do in this course to be your own. I will tolerate absolutely no cheating or plagiarism (using someone else’s words or ideas without proper citation). I will report any cases of cheating or plagiarism to the University Committee on Academic Misconduct, and they will be handled according to University policy.

Note:  OSU now has a license to the Turnitin.com plagiarism prevention software, which scans student papers to determine if they contain undocumented source material.  Student will be asked to submit their papers electronically to Turnitin.com, and the papers will then be forwarded to me along with an “originality report” flagging suspect passages, if any.  I will give details on the procedures for submitting papers when I distribute the first assignment.  More information about Turnitin.com is available at http://turnitin.com/static/index.html.
Late work:  Each student will be granted ONE extension this term on a paper of your choice, no questions asked, which entitles you to hand it in in class on the Monday following the due date with no penalty.  There is no need to tell me in advance that you are taking the extension, and no other extensions will be granted.  Late essays will be penalized one full grade.  Essays will not be accepted more than one week after the original due date without my approval.
Disabilities:  If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me as soon as possible to arrange an appointment where we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs, and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so. 

I.  Nature

Week 1

 
Aristophanes, Clouds (Trials of Socrates)



Plato, Apology of Socrates, Crito, Phaedo Death Scene (Trials of Socrates)
Week 2
Aristotle, Politics,
book 1, chapters 1-7




Frederick Douglass, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?”

Aristotle, Politics,
book 3, chapters 7-9, 11, 13

book 4, chapters 2, 8-9, 11

book 5, chapter 1



James Madison, The Federalist, numbers 10 & 51
Week 3
Aristotle, Politics,
book 7, chapters 1-3, 13-15


book 8, chapters 1-3

Sophocles, Antigone
II.  Contract

Week 4
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, chapters 13-15

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, chapters 17-21
Week 5
John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, chapters 2-3, 9-10, 19



Henry David Thoreau, “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience”

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, On the Social Contract, books 1-2
Week 6


John Rawls, A Theory of Justice, §§ 3-4, 11-13


Herman Melville, Billy Budd, Sailor
III.  History

Week 7


Immanuel Kant, “What is Enlightenment?”

Michael Oakeshott, “Rationalism in Politics”
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Mayer ed. pp. 9-20, 667-705
Week 8


Friedrich Engels, “Graveside Speech”

Karl Marx, “On the Jewish Question,” part one

Karl Marx, “Estranged Labour”



Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party”
Week 9


Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Advantage & Disadvantage of History for Life, §§ 1-5

Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Advantage & Disadvantage of History for Life, §§ 6-10

Week 10

Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History?”




Michel Foucault, “What is Enlightenment?”



Fyodor Dostoevsky, “The Grand Inquisitor”
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